
Proposal/Background from Habitat for Humanity to build Picnic Shelter/Pavilion 

 

What:  Offer to build a picnic shelter in Rec Park 

Who:  T Tall, Habitat for Humanity and Jesse, United Way 

Size:  10’ x 10’ or 10’ x 15’ 

Location: Near bbq grills and Tot Lot – just an idea in terms of need 

Requirement: Parks & Recreation pays for materials, however, funding not available at this time 

Background: When speaking with Jesse from United Way, Day of Caring, I mentioned it would be nice 

to have a group build a picnic shelter but that Parks & Rec did not have the labor nor materials to make 

it happen this year. She thought she could make it happen and spoke with T Tall from Habitat for 

Humanity.  T Tall in turn spoke with members of the building committee and eventually the board. 

T Tall and H for H received approval from their board to build the shelter because there are no houses 

being built at this time. However, they do not have an engineered drawing nor the materials to 

contribute, just the labor.  

In discussing this with Colby Benjamin, Director of the Addison Central Teens, we agreed that a Master 

Plan of Rec Park is probably the next best step before we start adding things to the park without a plan 

in place.  Several ideas have come and gone over the past couple of years such as a skate park, bocce 

courts & pavilion, and Farmer’s market location. Mary Hogan provided grant money it received to install 

one pickleball court, inclusive of posts and net, in the unused portion of the tennis court area. 

There is limited room in Rec Park and creating a plan that points out priorities for the community is 

probably best well-served for the community. 

I have indicated to T Tall that this is probably not a project that will happen this year and that we were 

likely needing to do an assessment of the park to determine the priorities and locations of such 

amenities. 

It is good to know, for the future, that United Way and Habitat for Humanity are available in our 

community for accomplishing such projects, if desired. 

 


